
Educational Sessions

Guidelines and Deadlines

Deadlines 

- February 16, 2018:  Abstracts due

- March 1, 2018: Invitations to present issued

- March 19, 2018: Session Summary, Bio complete

- June 4, 2018: Session Outline/Rough Draft

- August 6, 2018: Final presentation in ppt format 

Event Dates 

August 20-23, 2018 

Location 

Gold Coast Convention Center 

Queensland, Australia 

Submit Files To 

michele@emailir.com 

OVERVIEW: 

The 2018 Oceania Damage Prevention Conference is the inaugural event addressing issues related to 

preventing damage to buried infrastructure. Drawing on the power of collaboration, the event will focus on 

initiatives and progress being advanced across the Oceania region, along with collaborative approaches 

toward the best practices from around the world in damage prevention. This is your opportunity to 

contribute to the excavation safety/damage prevention industry by sharing your knowledge, experience and 

insight with conference delegates from around the world.  

AUDIENCE:  

ODPC addresses the interests of all stakeholder groups active in the protection of the buried infrastructure 

and all disciplines within these groups.  

● Government Departments

● Infrastructure Maintenance Teams

● Locators/Surveyors

● OH&S Departments

● Planning Teams

● Utilities

● Works Contractors

The education provided targets asset owners and operators, maintenance companies, contractors, local and 

international One Call Center staff, local Dial Before You Dig members and users, engineers, claims, public 

works departments, risk management operations, purchasing, safety & training, and others that protect the 

underground infrastructure and impact damage prevention.  
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SPEAKER BENEFITS: 

Participation is voluntary and speakers are responsible for all costs associated with attending the Oceania 

Damage Prevention Conference. There are several key benefits to individuals and organisations that present 

throughout the event including:  

Make a difference by connecting with industry professionals to effect change 

Obtain recognition within the industry as a subject matter expert  

Network with colleagues and other industry professionals 

Gain public exposure for you and your organisation 

● Your name, company and session description are published in the Australian issue of the Damage

Prevention Professional digital edition.

● The digital issue of the Damage Prevention Professional can contain links to your expanded

biography including websites, past articles, white papers, etc.

● The Onsite Event Program containing your name, company and session description are distributed

to all event attendees.

● Your session description and biography are available to all show attendees on the event app.

● Your session description and professional biography posted on the ODPC website.

A credit of $200 towards conference registration is provided to all speakers. 

SUBMITTING ABSTRACTS: 

The successful abstract will tell an exceptional story, address a concern specific to one or more stakeholder 

group, provide distinctive training or education, and/or strongly promote the damage prevention message 

in a unique way.   

When two or more abstracts are submitted on the same topic, the abstract more fully meeting all criteria is 

likely to be more successful. Abstracts should: 

● Define the scope of the presentation

● Provide three key take-aways

● Identify the main stakeholder group targeted as well as other stakeholder groups who would benefit

● Contain NO sales-related content

Abstracts should be emailed to Michele@emailIR.com by February 16, 2018. Notification of acceptance is 

scheduled to be sent by March 1, 2018. 
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SESSION EVALUATIONS 

Conference attendees are asked to evaluate sessions they participate it. Surveys are the single most 

important data-collection tool used to determine future content at the Oceania Damage Prevention 

Conference and the presenters who will be invited back to present again. 

Speakers are expected to actively encourage completion of surveys by including the survey slide in their 

presentation, verbally requesting attendees complete the survey, and allowing a few minutes at the end of 

the session for participants to complete the survey. Sessions are rated on the following criteria: 

• Content accurate, insightful and on-point

• Content followed session description

• Content reasonably free of sales- or marketing-related content

• Speaker(s) knowledgeable on topic

• Speaker(s) well-prepared and easy to understand

• Length of session sufficient

• Session educational and beneficial

• Ability of session to help implement change at work

• Ability of session to change damage prevention behaviour

SESSION GUIDELINES 

Session Guidelines are created to ensure Oceania attendees receive the highest-quality education at this 

event. Review these guidelines and ensure you fully understand, and are willing to abide by, these guidelines 

before submitting an abstract. 

• An LCD projector, laptop, speakers, podium and microphone are provided.

• Presentation MAY NOT CONTAIN sales or marketing-oriented content.

• Presentation MAY NOT CONTAIN solicitation of business, sponsorship, or other revenue

generating content.

• Sessions can be formatted in Instructor Led, Panel Discussion or Open Forum style.

• Standard session length is 50 minutes. Optimally the presentation should utilise 35-40 minutes,

allowing 10-15 minutes for Q&A and completion of surveys.

• No one without proper credentials will be allowed to enter the session room. ALL Speakers,

panelists, and assistants must register for the Oceania Damage Prevention Conference in

addition to completing the online Presenter bio.

• Infrastructure Resources provides a presentation template for use; when an alternative

template is employed, all elements from the IR template must be incorporated.

• Company logos are only appropriate on the biography and conclusion pages.

• A digital copy of the presentation must be provided to Infrastructure Resources no later than

August 6, 2018. Failure to meet this deadline may exclude presenter from further presentation

opportunities.


